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that all such artificial methods of producing a form of
so-called beauty must fail to achieve any real success,
inasmuch as they ignore the important position of health
as a constituent of beauty as expressed in the features.
The evil consequences of loading with paint or powder
the secreting glands on whose free action purity of

complexion so largely depends, require no description,
They have already been often and fully discussed, and.

moreover, the evidence of Nature’s retaliation is only
too noticeable in the dry and wrinkled countenances of

many who have sought to improve her handiwork with
the shabby devices of the cosmetic art. Such clumsy
meddling may have to be permitted, though it cannot
be excused, when applied by the devotees of fashion on
their own behalf. It is not permissible, however, to
suppose that those of them who may have been entrusted
with the care of children have a more extended liberty.
The power of doing mischief in this way has no place
among maternal privileges, and though the ordinary law
can hardly be invoked in a question of this kind, the matter
is one which well deserves the exercise of the jus mariti.

EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCHES ON TUBERCULOSIS.
DR. CORNET publishes in the Internationale lilinische j

Rundschau an account of a series of experimental investiga-
tions on tuberculosis which he has been conducting for the
last two years in the Berlin Hygienic Institute. The ex-

periments were divided into three groups: the first of these
dealing with the air and dust in dwelling-houses, hospitals, I
&c.; the second group comprising observations directed to
the parts of the body affected by tubercle artificially intro-
duced in different situations; and the third group consisting
of attempts to solve the problem of the possibility of ren-
dering the tissues unsuitable as a cultivating medium for
the tubercle bacilli. In order to examine the walls and floors
of rooms the surfaces were washed over with sterilised

sponges, which were then used to inoculate broth, the result-
ing culture being injected into the abdominal walls of three
guinea-pigs. The animals (if they did not die of some in-
tercurreat affection) were killed forty days later, and a
careful necropsy made. Twenty-one hospital wards, in which
most of the patients were phthisical, were examined in this
way, the result being that from the dust of fifteen of them
tuberculosis was set up. Similar observations made in
lunatic asylums showed that the walls of these establish-
ments are very frequently infected with tubercle. Private
houses where persons affected with phthisis had lived gave
likewise very distinct positive results; out-patient depart-
ments and surgical wards appeared, on the other hand, to
harbour no tubercle. One important observation made was
that where phthisical people had been in the habit of expec-
torating on the floor, this was certain to yield infectious
cultures, whereas in cases where handkerchiefs or spittoons
had always been used the liability of the dust to prove
infectious was very greatly diminished. Regarding the

organs affected, Dr. Cornet fully confirms Koch’s observa-
tion that, except the actual point of introduction, the organs
most affected are the nearest lymphatic glands: thus, when
inhalation is the mode of infection adopted, the bronchial
glands are the organs most affected; when injections are
made into the abdominal walls, the inguinal glands of the
side selected show the greatest degree of tuberculous

infection; and when the virus is introduced directly into the
abdominal cavity, the omentum is the part most affected.
The therapeutical observations were made with tannin,
"pinguin," sulphuretted hydrogen water, menthol, corrosive
sublimate, creolin, and creasote, all of which were given in
much larger doses in relation to the body weight than any-
one would think of prescribing for human beings. In the
case of corrosive sublimate toxic symptoms were induced

before the tubercle was injected, and care was taken with
all the other remedies that the system was well saturated
with them. Notwithstanding all this, however, every
animal died, not the slightest hindrance being apparently
caused to the development of the tubercle bacilli by any of
the remedies. Dr. Cornet remarks that of course the results
of experiments on guinea-pigs must not be taken as neces-
sarily holding good for human subjects, as he has himself
repeatedly proved the great value of creasote in the treat-
ment of phthisis. Again, some infected guinea-pigs were
sent to Davos, others being kept in Berlin, the conditions of
life of the two sets of animals being rendered as similar as
possible. All of them died in about the same time, and
no perceptible difference was found in the degree of
tuberculous infection of the tissues in the two classes oz
cases. Dr. Cornet promises to publish the details of all his
observations in the Zeitschriftfiir Hygiene.

LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL ON HOSPITALS.

LORD RANDOLPH’S speech on hospitals and their claims
at St. Mary’s was very good. It was a little too statistical

perhaps. But the rich men of the country, and the
rich ladies too, must be growing insensitive to appeal
if they can resist the argument. Our hospital system
is a voluntary one, and has all the grace and kindness
that willing subscribers only can give. It is the fountain
and basis of medical education, without which the medical
skill which serves and guides the rich would not be forth-
coming. Finally, the working classes are helping themselves
more in Birmingham, in Glasgow, in the Potteries, and in
London through the Hospital Saturday Fund. Lord

Randolph showed forcibly the want of diffusion in our

hospital accommodation. It is concentrated within a radius
of a mile and a half of Charing-cross, whereas the population
for which it is intended is scattered over an area within a
radius of seven miles. There is no doubt a great mass of
physical suffering in the homes of the poor which ought to
find accommodation and relief in the hospitals, but which
cannot be entertained for want of funds. The authorities
of St. Mary’s are to be thanked for enlisting so eloquent an
advocate as Lord Randolph in the cause of hospitals. When
there is so much money and so little employment for it9
the time is favourable for rich men to relieve the hospitals
of debt and enable them to fill up the vacant beds.

DENTAL ANOMALIES.

THE correlation that exists between the hair and the teeth
has been remarked by many observers. Thus Darwin, in
"Animals and Plants under Domestication," mentions the-
deficiency of teeth in the hairless Egyptian dogs, and an
analogous case of a Hindoo family in Scinde, in which ten
men in the course of four generations were furnished in
both jaws, taken together, with only four small and weak
incisor teeth and with eight posterior molars. The men
thus affected had very little hair on the body, and became
bald early in life. Darwin also quotes the case of the
Burmese hairy family, in which, unlike the preceding, there
is an abnormal growth of hair on the skin and a deficiency
of teeth. Mr. Crawford, in "Embassy to the Court of Ava,"
in 1826, describes Shw&eacute; Maong, the father, then thirty
years of age, as being of the average height of the Burmese,
covered with silky white hair upon all parts of the

body, especially over the shoulders, where it was five
inches long. He had only four incisors in the upper
jaw, and in the lower four incisors and the left canines.
He stated that he did not shed the temporary teeth,
till twenty years of age. King Theebaw presented him
with a wife, and one at least of several children born, and
that the sole surviving one, was born hairy. She (Maphoon)’


